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Goals

One of my main goals for this postcard was to convey a somber cool tone through my
background of the Antiguan Sunset (you can interpret as a sunrise too!). I want my audience to
recognize that I’ve been to Antigua, and to show my memories, smiles, and pictures I’ve taken
along the way. I wanted this design to be simplistic, only including the bordered postcard texture
and the picture of the Antiguan sunset (or sunrise), mainly to give an impression for my audience
to come to Antigua. [ want to give my audience a reason to visit Antigua, and to be left with a
smile on their face, especially when they see the myriads of pictures I took in the letters. I
wanted my postcard to be genuine in showing how great my trip to Antigua was, and to show my
audience that this is indeed a beautiful country. I didn’t want my postcard to come as corporate,
fake, or anything that wouldn’t be realistic through lived experiences. I also didn’t want to
overcomplicate my postcard, and to overwhelm myself with trying to perfect it. [ am indeed very
lucky to have visited this beautiful country, and to have great pictures of it.

Design and Planning Process

My planning process for this postcard was initially complicated at first. I wanted to give an
old-school style on my postcard, while giving off a realistic example of what to expect when
visiting Antigua. This is especially pertinent when I took a picture with one of the locals in my
letters within “Antigua.” I wanted the importance of the sunset to blend in with the pictured
letters within my document, and for there to be a variety of pictures in my letters as well. For
example, I included a picture of a cruise ship, sunset, sunrise, and a few realistic selfies. [ wanted
my audience to see that I was happy with this country, and to give a realistic impression of what
it’s like to visit Antigua. I feel like a lot of postcards miss out on the relatability factor, which is
why I took a selfie with one of the locals. I feel that this postcard helped to improve my skill
levels of designing a postcard and recognizing that there doesn’t need to be a lot of elements for
a postcard to be considered good. I planned my art to be realistic and to not feel fake, corporate,
or something that would pass off as ingenuine.

Struggles and Accomplishments

The biggest struggle for me is taking the time to finish my document and to polish it up.
Unfortunately, accessibility to Adobe Creative Cloud is an issue for me. I tried to work on this
document, and would’ve succeeded, had the computers in Langsam Library proven not to be
challenging. When I tried to follow the YouTube tutorial on our canvas page, and then translating
those letters onto Photoshop, the computers ran out of ram and continuously crashed my
Photoshop/Illustrator. Thus, making me lose progress. Had the computer been nicer to me, I
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certainly would’ve done better on this assignment. I am a very busy individual, so I found it
difficult to take more time on this assignment, and I am quite disappointed that it couldn’t have
been better. I’'m content with my postcard, unfortunately, and perhaps I’'m being too harsh on
myself. However, I loved how I incorporated my art (photographs) in the letters of Antigua and
feel like that’s the riskiest creative move I made in my postcard. If I hadn’t done that, my
postcard would’ve come off as lazy, and I didn’t want that. I’'m more disappointed with how I
didn’t highlight the “Antigua” border to be orange, correlating with the color of the “Greetings
from”. Oh well, I don’t think black looks too badly designed, so I may have saved myself some
grace there. I do love how I bent both texts to create a wavy effect. I also struggled with trying to
add a new font, as UC students don’t have access to Adobe Fonts, which is honestly strange. At
the end of the day, I accomplished a postcard that I’'m content with and showcases a message that
I’'m happy to have shown through such a design. I successfully used the contrast of each picture
and the colors (background and each of the elements in my postcard) to show my real, lived
experience in Antigua.

Easy Parts and Challenges

Surprisingly, it was easy to add the text and to tweak it in whatever form I’d like. I also
found it easy to add the pictures to the background of my letters and find that to be my favorite
part of my postcard. I had an issue with layering the postcard background (I ended up having to
kind of draw in a border, like you’d instructed), which resulted in a better design choice. I found
it challenging to really make a stark contrast to the background of my postcard.

SKkill Levels

I learned the skills of how to use Adobe Photoshop at a very basic level to design a postcard.
I learned a myriad of tricks, skills, and tips that will certainly help, if I ever go into a career that
provides Adobe Creative Cloud for free. I developed the skills of using Adobe Photoshop at a
very basic level and learned a LOT of the tools that I’d never expected to learn. For example, I
learned how to add photographs in the backgrounds of my letters (is this the right terminology?),
and I learned how to curve, bend, and rotate the text in the order that I wanted. I also learned
different fonts. In this project, I achieved the skills of basic Adobe Photoshop skills to feel
comfortable enough in experimenting towards my usage of the software. I’'m hoping this isn’t
too vague.

Thoughts For My Finished Product

I’m content with my postcard. Time is my enemy, unfortunately. I still did a great job in
showing that I have skills and understanding of how to use Adobe Photoshop. There are things |
could’ve (and should’ve) edited within my document, however, I think I’m too critical of the
assignments I turn in. I do love my pictures in the background of my letters and think that was
my best design choice. My postcard defies the standards of postcards, in showing that my
postcard is relatable, real, and something that doesn’t feel fake. When I see a postcard, I doubt
the legitimacy of the photos they use, which is why I included my picture with an Antiguan local,
and to share pictures that are genuine (and aren’t photoshopped). Overall, I like my finished
product, but I do wish I spent just a little more time on it.



