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EXERCISE 7-3: Editinga Recipe

Cookbooks make up a prominent segment of the print publishing market, and foodie
websites and blogs offer a vast selection of free recipes. Copyeditors may also encoun-
ter recipes in corporate and community newsletters, health publications, memoirs, and
even works of fiction.

Today, most professionally published recipes conform to a fairly standard format,
consisting of a list of ingredients followed by instructions. Beyond that, style preferences
vary by author, publisher, and region: hence a recipe for a Mexican-style stew may call
for chile, chili, or chilli peppers, and quantities may be expressed in units of volume,
weight, or a combination of the two. Some recipe instructions are chatty, some terse.

Regardless of these differences, every recipe should include a complete list of ingre-
dients, and the instructions should clearly describe the preparation and use of every
ingredient listed and all the steps in preparing the recipe.

““E\f The following holiday cookie recipe has been transcribed from a handwritten family
collection (see photo). Convert this sometimes telegraphic recipe into a more modern,
user-friendly style, first listing ingredients in the order they are used and then providing
instructions. Follow the guidelines in The Copyeditor’s Handbook, chapter 7, for styling
numbers in technical documents. (You may also find it helpful to consult the discussion
of abbreviations in chapter 9.) Since Aunt May is not in a position to respond to ques-
tions about her recipe, don't query; use your judgment.

- ﬁ For additional guidance, consult any popular cooking reference, such as a classic
cookbook like Joy of Cooking, the Epicurious website, or the cooking section of a major
news outlet. Aspiring food editors might also peruse The Recipe Writer’s Handbook, by
Barbara Gibbs Ostmann and Jane L. Baker, or Will Write for Food, by Dianne Jacob.

Metric conversions and some ingredient substitutions have been supplied; style
them consistently. Teaspoons and tablespoons do not need to be converted to metric
units. (For the record, a teaspoon is equivalent to approximately 5 milliliters and a table-
spoon to 15 milliliters.)

* Modern recipes generally specify the quantity or number of portions a recipe yields;
this one does not (because the recipe tester had eaten a number of the cookies before
remembering to count). Feel free to test the recipe and add this information,
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80 NUMBERS AND NUMERALS

A family recipe.
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Frosted Chocolate Logs
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CHAPTER 8

¥ Quotations

EXERCISE 8-1: Quotations

Copyedit the following passages for punctuation and syntactic fit, discussed under
“Punctuation of Quotations” and “Syntactical Fit” in The Copyeditor’s Handbook, chap-
ter 8. Query as necessary about accuracy and appropriate attribution.
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1. Einstein saidf,'God doesn’t play dice with the world. -
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2. Einstein also sald/)(“Never wear a Bjﬁ shirt with striped pants.”
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the House Style”,New Yorker, Eéf) 23/and March 2, 2015). T(\;\S{j
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Norris describes learning to exercise restraint when reviewing the prose

of some of the magazine's most famous contributors: “When Pauline Kael
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typed ‘prevert’ instead of ‘pervert,’ she mean'g.-/"prever_t-}' (unless she was (/\/6

4. In another New Yorker piece, an unflattering review of Lynne Truss’ Eats,
Shoots Leaves, Louis Menand comments on the common punctuation
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5. Will the Middle French motto/“Honi soit qui mal ense" roughly translated Ng s ! Yz fﬂ - ‘
as/ “Shame on anyone who thinks evil of it") be removed from British & «{, Woatad) o0
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As Michael Ignatieff has observed, “Samuel Beckett's ‘Fail again. Fail bette

captures the inner obstinacy necessary to the political art" (“Getting lraq [" LG 7 iz \;
Wrong,"_ New York Times, August 5, 2007).
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