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Comparing/Contrasting Navarre Scott Momaday's

“The Eagle Feather Fan” and Mark Salzman’s “lron
and Silk”




Native American Spirituality:




China’s
“fast-paced’,

crowded
lLife?




Your point/Thesis?

These stories have many differences from one
another.

Salzman - Chinese culture, fast-paced
culture of China itself, student-teacher
relationships in regards to international
students

Momaday - Native American spirituality,
Eagle serving as a symbolism of power,
divinity, etc

Similarities in both using symbolism.
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http://innovationinfo.org/index.php/journal/editorial_board_member/Dr-Arshad-Mehmood-Abbasi
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

China is overcrowded?

There are downsides and upsides to living in China; as there
are living in any place, generally speaking.

Kim Ooi’s “Living in china: the good, the bad, and the bloody
ugly”

“There is a low cost of living in China, and the people are

generally friendly. There are a lot of job opportunities = &8
security, especially if you are a native English spe-
because they are highly sought after in regard
However, China is very overcrowded and that *.
obvious language barrier” (Ooi) ‘
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https://www.tasnimnews.com/fa/news/1396/08/15/1566449/%D9%85%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%85-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%DA%86%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D9%88%DB%8C%D8%B1
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

How does this
relate to
Salzman'’s Story?

“| did not like riding the buses in
Changsa; they were always terribly
crowded, sometimes with passengers
squeezed partway out of the doors and
windows. | once rode a bus that
stopped at a particularly crowded
street corner. Women were holdir
their children above their heads 4™
would not be crushed” (Salzmarb;- )




Personal experience?

“Living and Studying in China as an international student” - Sameet Kamat.

“The Language Barrier: The people in China are to a large extent intrigued by those
who are visibly not Chinese and are more than happy to interact with foreigners. They
want to know about you, talk to you and trust me, they really want to help you.
However, despite their good intentions, explaining what you need of them can turn into

a real problem because a large chunk of the population does not speak English”
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https://www.ednc.org/bilingual-instruction-refugee-north-carolina/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/

Teacher-Student relationship

“She pointed out that the close relationship between teacher and student has existed
in China since before the time of Confucius and should not be underestimated.
Besides, she was older than me and knew better. | couldn’t help respecting her
conviction, and she seemed to get such pleasure out of trying to figure and then
straighten me out that | stopped resisting and let her educate me” (Salzman 445).



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Changsha_University
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

Scholarly evidence?

“Understanding teacher-student relations in China” - Matthew Poulter

“This enhanced role of the teacher in modern Chinese society is perhaps most

apparent in high schools in the lead up to the ‘gao kao’, where a Chinese teacher’s job
seems just as much about emotional support to their highly stressed pupils, as about
academic preparation”

Gao Kao - China’s national college entrance examination.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed undel'®


https://www.flickr.com/photos/57280691@N02/5843577306/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

Main takeaways
regarding
________ Sa lzma n?

- Chinese culture focuses more on the academic
relationship with the teacher and student (As
exampled in Teaching Wei and the main
character’s relationship throughout the story).

- What living in China is like in the context of

both Salzman’s story & from other individual’s
personal experience (EX: Overcrowded buses,
very ‘fast-paced’ society such as the Gao Kao)

- What being an international student is like, the
drawbacks, the positives, etc.




Navarre Scot
Momaday's “The
Eagle Feather
Fan”.

- - Sacred bond between the narrator & the eagle

“The eagle is my power,
And my fan is an eagle.

It is strong and beautiful.
In my hand. And it is real”
(Momaday, lines 1-4).




Scholarly evidence?

“The Sacred Bond: Significance of Eagles in Native American Culture” — Native Tribe
Info

“Eagles hold immense cultural, spiritual and symbolic significance for Native
Americans. They represent strength, courage, wisdom, and freedom, acting as
messengers between the human and spiritual realms... (Native Tribe Info)
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/4thglryofgod/8784955343/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
https://pix4free.org/photo/15064/intelligence.html

More specifics?

= “Eagle Symbolism: Native American Spiritual
Significance” - Justo

“The eagle holds great S|gn|f|cance In {l‘\gﬂve
American culture... (Justo)

- Eagle is used as an important symbolism in
Momaday's poem: as a symbol of power, freedom,
justice, etc; used to help Native American culture
connect better with their spirit.

This Photo by Unknown Autnui s ueensed under CC BY-NC


http://in5d.com/instant-manifestation-our-divine-right-is-returned/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/

Similarities?... Not
much?

- Momaday’s poem uses the eagle as a piece
of symbolism, as Salzman uses the symbolism

of the narrator’s relationship with Teaching
Wei.

- Teaching Wei pushes the narrator out of
their boundaries to ‘conform’ to Chinese
Culture, as the narrator in Momaday’s poe~
uses the Eagle as this ‘boundary’ that h
freedom, power, divinity, etc to ‘confor,‘) .
Native American Culture V)




Differences?

- Salzman doesn’t focus as much on this
symbolism. Better yet: focuses on the
student-teacher relationship of the narrator
and Teaching Wei; focusing on how fast-
paced, rushed and how ‘crowded’ Chinese
culture seems as a whole

- Momaday focuses more on the symbolism
of the eagle to stand for power, divinity, etc;

using the eagle as a way to expand upon ;

native American spirituality.




Conclusion?

More differences than similarities; both use
symbolism, but in different ways. Momaday
focuses on native American spirituality, while
Salzman focuses on Chinese culture and the
student-teacher relationship

- Salzman's story has more of an in-depth
plot, while Momaday's doesn't. Momaday 1*
more precise/specific language, Salzm;g
does not.
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