Each social media post (draft) has about 3 versions/editions that | drafted up. Let me know
which one of these sticks out! | stuck to AP style and did my best to adhere to some of the LG
Social Media conventions. If there are overarching problems with some, please let me know! I'm
still trying to balance the line of vagueness and specificity, and I'd love your feedback on some
of these posts. I'm more than willing to fix some of these. | kept these relatively short.

Kindergarten Readiness (incorporating the information you put together on the Southwest Ohio
Parent Magazine, there are the posts I’'m proposing!)
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Kindergarten readiness isn’t a checklist — it's about childhood.

If you have a preschooler, you may be already thinking about the “K-word” that’s lingering in the
back of your mind.

Is my child ready?
Am | doing enough?
How can | best support my child?

These are natural questions, and here’s the truth — Kindergarten readiness isn’t a race to hit
academic benchmarks. It is about protecting the pace of childhood while building the
confidence, curiosity, and conviction your child needs to thrive.

Kindergarten readiness is the result of thousands of small, intentional moments — at home, in
the classroom, and in relationships built on trust. When we support children physically,
cognitively, and emotionally, they don’t just show up to school “prepared” — they show up whole
and ready to learn and grow.

Every child develops on a personal timeline, and a strong early childhood program treats those
predictable milestones not as boxes to check — but as opportunities to nurture the “whole
child”.
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What “Ready” really looks like

Readiness isn’t just about knowing the alphabet — it's a collection of interconnected skills that
allow a child to navigate a classroom with ease:



e Cognitive Thinking: Children don’t learn by being old; they learn by doing. Hands-on
experimentation allows children to develop critical thinking skills to solve real problems
instead of simply memorizing words or ideas.

e Physical Foundations: Daily activity is a necessity for rapidly developing bodies. Whether
it’s running in a “muscle room” to build strength, or using scissors to build on fine motor
skills — physical development is the foundation for school participation.

e The Power of Language: Language is how children connect to ideas and to each other
— it’s a tool for exchanging information, telling stories, and learning to cooperate.

e Social & Emotional Resilience: Oftentimes, this is the most critical indicator of success.
A child’s ability to manage feelings, transition between activities, and pay attention is
what allows them to access the learning happening within the classroom.

e The Pride of “I Can Do It!”: Self-help skills, such as cleaning up material or making
choices — help build the master and self-esteem necessary to try new, difficult things.
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Learning Grove is the environment for your children to feel like home.

Young children often spend 8 to 10 hours a day in care — so their environment shouldn’t feel
like an institution. It should feel safe, warm, and beautiful.

We often treat play like a break from “real work,” but for a child — play is the work. It is the
principal source of development. A skillful teacher facilitates this by “scaffolding” — providing
just enough guidance or a thoughtful question to help a child stretch their thinking, without
taking ownership of the discovery away from them.

When a child uses a spoon to bang on different surfaces — they are conducting a physics
experiment on sound. When they place one teddy bear on each wooden cube — they are
internalizing the foundational math of 1:1 patterns.

A high-quality space balances loud exciting group play with soft, quiet locations for solitude —
with this beauty conveying a sense of worth to the children, telling them: You belong here. You
matter.

A quality education in Learning Grove doesn’t happen by accident — it requires highly educated
teachers who view behaviors as “feelings to be understood”. Our educators possess the
empathy to support a child emotionally and the expertise to document their interests and
developmental progress on an ongoing basis.

Parent Praise Posts (why parent feedback/engagement is central to our work)
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Why YOU matter most

Parents aren’t just on the sidelines of kindergarten readiness — you are the primary architects
of it. After all, parents are a child’s first and best teachers.

You don’t need flashcards or a rigid curriculum at home — literacy begins with an emotional
appreciation for books at bedtime; math begins with letting your child help set the table for
lunch.

When families and teachers build a trusting partnership, a foundation is created that ensures
common goals are met in the best interest of the child. Here at Learning Grove — we provide
high-quality early childhood education across our 11 centers within Greater Cincinnati and
Northern Kentucky that serve a diverse population of families.

Our preschool programs are designed specifically to bridge the gap between early discovery
and kindergarten success through a research-based, whole-child approach. We are intentional
about our programs' learning environments meeting the highest standards of early education.

We maintain low teacher-to-child ratios to ensure that every student received the individualized
emotional and academic support they need. By combining highly educated staff with a deep
respect for the pace of childhood — Learning Grove ensures that every preschooler in our
community enters kindergarten with the confidence and competence to succeed.

www.learning-grove.orqg
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Parent feedback and engagement with children outside of the classroom is central to our work
here at Learning Grove.

I am so proud of your hard work!
Good job trying something new, even if it wasn't easy.
I am so impressed with how you figured this out!

Your children need encouragement and praise. Even our preschoolers benefit from the structure
of school — preschool provides a consistent environment to encourage play and learning to
prepare our kids for kindergarten, but as parents — how do we prepare their minds?


http://www.learning-grove.org/

Research shows that praising effort over intelligence or talent, produces high achievers (Dweck
2007). Praising our children for intelligence could hurt their motivation and performance — we
all want our kids to have a positive attitude, so let’s fill their minds with success supplies and
praise their efforts!

Here are just a few ways to increase your child’s motivation and performance within school:

e Encourage your child to try something new and challenging
e Share your success stories that emphasize hard work and pushing through a challenge
e Help your child associate mistakes with learning — NOT failure

e Read books together that have theme of hard work and success — teach your child that
EFFORT is the key to success in life

It is never too early to talk to our kids about their effort — praising effort will help your child be
successful in school and life, YOUR engagement and feedback to your child are central to our work
here at Learning Grove.
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Your feedback isn’t just appreciated — it’'s central to how we shape our classrooms, curriculum,
and support for each child’s journey here at Learning Grove.

When families share what their children are doing at home, what activities are making them
curious, or the goals they’re working towards — our teachers can build meaningful learning
experiences for them that are still tailored to every child’s needs.

Parent engagement and feedback is central to our mission here at Learning Grove — as it
ensures that every child is supported by a community that adapts to their needs.

We adjust our strategies and collaborate on solutions together — every child is supported by a
community that grows together. Your voice is central in creating environments where your
children are heard, seen, and valued — preparing them to be ready in exploring the world with
confidence.

Families and educators grow together — your voice is central to everything we do here at
Learning Grove.

Learning Grove’s thought about how art is used in the classroom
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Art experiences can enhance your child’s intellectual, physical, and emotional development —
here at Learning Grove, emphasis is placed on process rather than the product itself.

Whether your child is exploring, experimenting, or enjoying art itself — we encourage it all.
Individual creativity is respected by avoiding the use of models for children to replicate —
allowing each child’s imagination and problem-solving skills to guide their work and imagination.

Open-ended art strengthens children’s fine-motor development and early STEM thinking —
because our children make choices, test out theories and ideas, and revise their plans in case
anything goes wrong.

Children have a safe way in communicating their feelings through the expression of art and
music — in ways that they may not have words for yet.

In our classrooms at Learning Grove — art becomes a tool of confidence, curiosity, and
connection for our children — cultivating a space where children don’t learn to just create, but
how to explore and express who they are.
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We offer a variety of materials throughout our classrooms to create the best environment for
your child in the art area.

These materials can be found in our classrooms on the art shelves, at the easel, and through
the use of special activities — emphasizing growth being promoted in areas such as the child
discovering relationships between the various materials used, the child acting on and
experimenting with each of the materials, and the naming of colors, shapes, and the like.

Children have access to materials such as crayons, markers, collage materials, watercolors,
and more. These materials are intentionally placed at the easel so that children can choose
what interests them — returning to materials that spark a flare in curiosity.

Each child’s creative process is very much an individual process — with art being one way to
stimulate their growth. Each child’s own experiences will also add to this growth.

Children may be mixing paint to see what new color appears, or gluing materials together to see
what sticks — these build upon their fine-motor and problem-solving skills — because children
make decisions throughout this process.

Every child’s creative process is individually tailored to themselves — as these materials shape
how they approach these same materials. Art is a window that children can look into in order to
see the world — a tool that build their confidence.



Picture | & II: (Labelled a few pages below—I created 2 social media post drafts both pictures,
as they’re doing similar things)
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Here at Learning Grove, learning is always a shared experience. Here are two of our wonderful
children working together to sort out picture cards. They’re not just learning vocabulary, they’re
enhancing their communication and teamwork skills.

These kinds of activities at Learning Grove help them to build skills that stretch beyond the
classroom — intentionally designing these activities to spark curiosity amongst children —
children grow best when they grow together.

Children learn best when exploring materials such as these picture cards and sorting them into
colorful grids that can help their development in encouraging them to make connections
between objects as words.
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Here at Learning Grove, early literacy begins long before a child picks up a picture card to sort
them into an array of colorful frames — children are strengthening their problem solving skills in
order to build the confidence to take on new challenges.

Every small moment is a step towards victory — children are learning to connect words to real-
world objects which strengthen their vocabulary and build their comprehension of reading and
writing.

For example, when a child matches images like a vase or pot, they practice visual recognition
and categorization skills necessary for early literacy learning and skills. This joyful moment
captures two children confidently working together to match picture cards to the words.



