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Do you have a description of  the strategy?

• Absolutely. There are two ways in which you can use exclamation points.

1: Ending sentences: in which the exclamation point can be used at the end 

of  exclamatory sentences (A type of  sentence expressing strong emotion; 

can also be used to make a statement seem dramatic/urgent).

2: Using an exclamation point OR comma after an interjection (A 

grammatically independent; sudden emotion provoking term)



Any visual representing examples?

• Regarding the ‘Ending Sentences’ strategy… some examples include

• ‘We did it!’, ‘You should go to the game!’, ‘What a beautiful day!’, ‘Watch out!’

Regarding the ‘Interjections’ strategy… some examples include

‘Yes, that sounds good!’, ‘There! You’re doing good!’, ‘Wow! It’s beautiful outside today!’, ‘I see, thanks 

for letting me know!’.

• A good way of  differentiating the two, is that using the first strategy, you only use the ! for short, 

straight to the point sentences; meanwhile the second strategy uses either a , & ! Or two exclamation 

points (A combination of  the two, to put it simply) for sentences that are a bit more than just 

simple/straight to the point sentences.



In what context can I use exclamation points?

• You should only use exclamation points to add a means of  strong emotion 
(excitement, urgency, etc.) at the end of  exclamatory sentences, along with 
using exclamation points as an interjection for the same reason.

For example, if  you need help: you wouldn’t just say ‘I need help’, you would 
be more likely to say, ‘I need help!’ to add that sense of  urgency to your 
message. More specifically, if  you were excited about going to Cedar Point, 
you wouldn’t just say ‘I am excited for Cedar Point’, as you’d be more likely 
to say, ‘I am excited for Cedar Point!’ to add a sense that you’re excited.



More visual examples of  the ‘Ending 

Sentences’ strategy?

• Absolutely! Below are plenty more examples.

‘We won the game!’

‘I can’t wait to go to Tony’s house!’

‘Shut the garage door, please!’

‘It looks so lovely out today!’

While exclamatory sentences should be avoided in formal writing, the point 

is that the ‘!’ adds a sense of  urgency/excitement, as a means of  looking 

forward towards the context/event in question. 



More visual examples of  the ‘Interjections’ 

strategy?

• Absolutely! Below are plenty more examples.

‘I said yes, you can go to the game!’

‘I will think about it, in the meantime stop complaining!’

‘I love cats, but dogs are so much better!’

‘No, I am not taking you to the game!’

• This strategy specifically focuses on a combination of  ‘,’ & ‘!’ used in a singular 

sentence, built a bit more complex than the previous strategy. Simply, you can use 

either ‘,’ or ‘!’ (or a combination of  the two) after an interjection.



Larry Trask’s Article of  University of  Sussex “The Exclamation Mark”

• The exclamation mark (!) is known informally as a ‘bang’ or ‘shriek’, used at the end of  a 

sentence/short phrase which expresses very strong feeling and can be used to show a statement is 

‘very surprising’ or draw attention to an ‘interruption’. These are usual after an exclamation 

beginning with ‘what’ or ‘how.

• Exclamation points are out of  place in formal writing, as using them frequently could give your 

work a ‘breathless’, ‘almost childish’ quality.

• Although a very short, to the point article: the summary of  exclamation points is to 

not use them unless absolutely necessary, and use an exclamation mark after an 

exclamation, especially after one beginning with ‘what’ or ‘how’.



Survey of  !’s towards family/friends

• I asked the following people this: ‘Which one of these sentences in regard to formal writing and the usage of exclamation points, is 

correct?’, these are the answers below the statements.

‘Do what you want! I don’t care anymore!!!’

‘Actually! I don’t know anymore!’

Neither of the options. Exclamation points have little to no purpose in context of formal writing.

• Yasmine (Friend): Neither. I hardly ever use exclamation points in formal writing, so that’s my answer.

Tony (Dad): Neither. You don’t use exclamation points in that context.

Adriann (Mom): I think the second option could be best. The first sentence seems way too dramatic and doesn’t add depth.

Zeph (Friend): I think none? I’ve always used periods and commas in my formal writing, so it just makes the most sense, you know?

Joy (Manager at my work): I think the second option makes the most logical sense, but I don’t know. To be honest with you, I don’t do 

much writing myself.

The results of this small case study conclude that the general understandings of exclamation points in context of formal writing is that 

it’s okay to use them once in a while, but never to overuse them. While 3/5 of the survey members were correct, the other two weren’t 

too far off. They all understood that overusing them didn’t have a place in formal writing, but to use them in formal writing was okay (In 

this case it’s not). As a whole, everybody understood not to overuse them in formal writings, and the majority found exclamation points 
to have no place in context of formal writing.



So?! What’s the key takeaways of  exclamation 

points!

• As a whole: do not use exclamation marks in context of  formal writing, as it can come off  as childish, and 
make your work look sloppy.

• There two main methods to use exclamation marks: one (Ending Sentences) is to use them at the end of  
exclamatory sentences (sentences that show strong emotion like excitement/urgency), with the second 
method (Interjections) to use an exclamation point and/or a comma after an interjection (Words used to 
show emotion, not grammatically connected to the rest of  the sentence)

• Exclamation points are mainly used to express strong emotions like excitement and/or urgency.

• My small case study found that while everyone knew not to overuse exclamation marks in context of  formal 
writing, two of  the individuals thought you could use them in an academic context. The majority ruled over 
as the general consensus was that you couldn’t use exclamation points in settings of  academic context.



The end, thanks everyone! 
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